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Age Six

The Barque of 
Dante in my parents’ copy of the World Book Encyclopedia. There 

in the picture. 

   Awesome This is awesome.

Age Thirteen

The Satanic Bible for the first time in the 8th grade, 

Flash Gordon TV 

was also the place where LaVey and his cohorts would practice 

ADDICTED TO SATAN
Max Glaessner
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own haunted house, lead an exciting Addams Family lifestyle, 
all in the name of Satan.

purge me of the Devil.

to stop myself from laughing.
Schemes of Satan. There 

was a rattlesnake with dripping fangs on the cover, which just 

Satanic coven. Dark rites that included the drinking of urine, feces, 

interested in reading his awful testimonies. 

horns on his head who led the group in strange chants. These sorts 
of dreams made me wonder why my parents had placed me in 

actually his offspring. 

Age Sixteen

lot of money from his congregation, and no one could authenticate 

legitimate case of a Satanic ritual murder in the United States. The 

running. The Church of Satan accepted applicants every month and 

going to have to join and that was all there was to it. Satan was still 

Age Seventeen
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Social Darwinism. To LaVey, Satan equaled man and man equaled 

yourself and the pursuit of power.

laughed even more. 

youth such as yourself can manage to see the world with such 

Church of Satan. This was a society of non-joiners who deplored 

walls, and started sleeping during the day.

revenge on the tattoo artist who’d made off with my girl. After a 

makes you mad. Anton LaVey’s Satanic Bible contained specific 

around and invoking the names of various demons in the hope that 
some person somewhere drops dead. Satanic rituals were 

decided to try and meet some. 

was more than happy to assist me with my destruction ritual and 
assured me over the phone that he even knew a girl in his dorm 
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me something else. Something he had neglected to mention 

not been 
smoking crack 

  All the same, he’d come a long way to help me with my 

the implements of ritual were sitting on top of my dresser. Carefully 

forth in The Satanic Bible
Night 

on Bald Mountain
conclusion of Disney’s Fantasia, and it’s generally agreed upon to 

  So far so good Now if I can just get to the 
curse part, we’ll be through, and I can get this crackhead out 
of my apartment.

  As soon as those candles hit, the whole thing shot up in 

hurt my hands to carry it. After dumping two full pots of water on 
it, the fire was finally extinguished. 
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and pictured him sitting alone in the shadows of his Victorian 

pathetic afternoon: How am I going to overthrow Christianity when 
I can’t even get my shit together?

dresser instead. 

a new printed edition of Bloodfire

on me. 

myself looking any different. A good Satanist knows how to 

still live up to the role. 

overweight, fluffy white cockapoo. She actually has a vicious, 

The Exorcist while 

every now and again.
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A LEGACY OF RICE
Courtney Norton

shivering with dehydration when, out of desperation, my grandmother 
took leftover rice from the refrigerator. She mashed it into a paste, 

question tells the asker all they need to know. She taught me other 

to cover the rice with a half-finger’s worth of water when it cooks. The 

like gelato with a wooden paddle.
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cold water and squeaked the grains together until the water turned 

water. Something happens when you cook rice in a cold kitchen. 
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to find friends. 

and the photo is how you project to the world that you are a real 
person in this anonymous world.

GRIND IT UNTIL YOU FIND IT
Matt Terrell
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it is really me at all.
  To my surprise, my online persona recently attracted a 

this is it

realness.

  The true reality comes every three months when you go 

some local college.

when he held you to warm you up from the cold air outside. The 

mouth. The crooked pictures of a syphilis infection on the wall. The 

this is it 
exactly when it happened.

start to have a panic attack, as you always do.

relief, as you always do. 

your mother.

to explain that you use condoms every time you have sex, and you 

and you would actually prefer not to have two-dozen chocolate-
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sick, and that we have to detach ourselves from real intimacy. 

we are fucked.
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sleep would eventually catch up with me. The knock at the door 

  The nurse didn’t wait for me to respond to her knock. She 

  She looked over her shoulder at me. The pinched smile was 

MY DAUGHTER,  SURGERY,  AND 
QUESTIONING GOD
Kim Wade
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getting through to her.

was out the door.

asleep standing up. 

still had at least one more night in the hospital.

Unlike the last hospital we went to, this one was free. The thought 

had learned to expect it.

unread copy of Vanity Fair.

  The doctor looked down his pointed nose through his 

for a few hours and meet me at the appointment. The Army kept 

chance to go with me. Up until this point, he had shown little 
interest in the pregnancy. 

narrow, white room for the ultrasound. The ultrasound technician 

wished he had stayed at work. 
  The technician finished taking measurements and printed 
out a few keepsake photos for us. She helped me wipe the jelly off 
my stomach and mentioned that we needed to speak with Dr. 

my daydream. 

finger and slide them into place.
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looked at his watch again and then angrily motioned me into his 

to everything.

an unnatural position. The fingers are overlapping each other and 

to his chest, and forced his clenched fists into an unnaturally 

  Shut up! Shut up! Stop talking!

was as gloomy as my soul. Small drops of water formed on the 

another disappointment.

phone without opening my eyes.

sounded like he was in a hurry.
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  And several months later we found out that the doctor did 

there was something wrong with her.

hair, or anything else that requires her to use her arms and legs.

limp. She tires easily and has to use her wheelchair for long 

pain for her.

doesn’t work that way. 
  During Veronica’s ten years in this world, she has had nine 
major surgeries. That does not include the follow-up surgeries to 

  She had her first surgery when she was six weeks old. The 

for her first year. They fixed her hands, started on her feet, and 

doctor is really good at fixing feet, that does not mean he can fix 

her hips in a miracle surgery that even surprised the veteran 
surgeon performing the operation. The surgery took six hours and 

  After the hip surgery, Veronica started walking, which 

grandma would say, that’s how you learn the hard way. Surgery isn’t 

  The surgery did not fix anything. Veronica’s foot was not 

reading medical journals, and e-mailing other parents whose kids 
suffer like Veronica. 

was seven years old, already a veteran of the surgical process.

*

thought this meant that we would finally have the chance to spend 

depression and solitude.

contractor. Divorce papers followed, and we rarely speak anymore.
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  There is one direct flight from Savannah to Dallas. The 

wheelchair, and two children, one in a fresh cast.

that she is different.

never walk again.

for your child.

  As we were sitting in the hospital in Dallas in April making 

sick and crippled children surrounding us in the waiting room. And 

toward me with outstretched arms.

legs are a constant source of pain for her. She hates sitting in a 

know what it is like to run in the rain or jump rope.

*  The foot surgery in Dallas was a success.

again, she attended a summer camp in Texas for children with 
Arthrogryposis. The last night of camp, while performing in the talent 

cry in pain. She lay on the stage with her legs twisted underneath her, 

to keep my composure, remain calm, and get Veronica to the 
emergency room without losing my cool in front of everyone.
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my daughter close to my chest and scream at the top of my lungs. 

have to find the strength inside yourself to overcome this pain 

new hospital later that week.

wake up and find out that all of this was just a nightmare.

me for a change.
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so high that we lean across the foot of space separating us and 

white-smocked waiters weave expertly through the Saturday night 

door handle and opened opposing doors. They swung towards 

FOOD FOR LOVE
Rebecca Grace
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was thin and silky on my skin, like lingerie.

them to melt in your glove compartment.

partner for my fast-talking, suit-wearing, Vassar-educated father. 

one of his chief joys in life that, having had a deprived childhood 

girl he has met once when picking us up from soccer practice. 

hands in my lap. 

  Part of me wants to say that her parents are divorced too, 

part he can see, nods and agrees with him, eager to make this 
dinner different, to make it happy.

lot

father is joking or not. 

am forced to put it down and wring out my fingers with the 

realize, are not used to soak things up. 

notion that it snowed there all the time, even in the summer

She-Ra video for 

mother’s. Tim and Dori had kids our age, and for two years, we 

enjoyed telling people that all six of us kids were his, although his 
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stature, and full lips. 

poor again was too much for him to face, and the marriage ended. 

in a silver Porsche 928 that looked like it could travel in outer space. 

know us over migas and fajitas and plenty of iced tea. 

out his wallet, stuffs his credit card into the top. Then, he looks at it 

times and add or take away a dollar or two, continually changing 

provided, proof of how much he’s done for me.

pat him on the shoulder, wrap my arms around myself, and wonder how 
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             faaaar-away places, gooood health,
     loooove and children…

would leave soon and that they should move on. That was a 

They gathered the many layers of their full, floor-length, colorful 

day’s collection of used articles and set them on the ground. One of 

  I hope they leave soon

GADJE
Ida T. Ronaszegi
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That’s how my palm ended up in the fortune-teller’s. She got me 

After a slow and ceremonial gathering of the goods, after assuring 
themselves that this

moved on. 

*
Roma
century and have maintained a kind of nomadic, traveling lifestyle. 

Czigany, as they are called there, are noted knife 

anything
are not noted for is their respect of property rights. And that’s why, 

Czigany

*

called her my sister.
  “Look at that little Roma chavo

In our bathroom?

dressing him with a pair of shorts was starting to appeal to me, too. 

do the sewing. She had already spent a whole year in seamstress 

looked like he had resigned himself to her care. 
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detected a faint smile in the corner of his dark eyes. He enjoys it

and-after moments, where the after before. 

Czigany

a towel wrapped around his waist.

worked on our project for several hours. 

Czigany
She would be pleased she 

would be very pleased.

*

All that work for nothing Why wouldn’t he 
wear the shorts? Didn’t he like them? But he looked so handsome 
with them on. They fit him so well. Maybe they got dirty and he 
doesn’t know how to wash them. But he is dirty, too. So what if they 
got dirty, at least his body would be covered.

with such effort and care. The lingering emotion, however, was not 

*

the information on a chart: how tall we were, how much we 
weighed. She also took and recorded our vital signs. She checked 

through our hair with her fingers, look for a few seconds, then say, 
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never saw him in school.

little
who had nothing to do with the whole affair, yet was affected the 
same way we were. Head lice. I wasn’t supposed to get head lice

Czigany’s

*

pages of Strangers to These Shores to read the next assignment. 

knowledge that touched one of the many layers of deep emotional 

familia and the vitsi

with marime

the Gadje, and Gadje

Gadje.

Gadje
Roma

didn’t use separate soaps to wash him, we didn’t treat his upper 

Gadje, 

This is 
ridiculous,  This is one of those superstitious “laws” that 
they govern themselves with.

heard that some Gadje

  The words on page 196 of Strangers to These Shores were 
staring at me: marime, defilement, pollution, Gadje.
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mausoleum, then stared up at the crypt, her future resting place, 
like it was a shiny new car just delivered from the manufacturer.

FINDING LIFE AT FOREST LAWN
Osayi Endolyn
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*

paying our respects, her eyes grew wide.

you might fancy getting married there. And people do.
  The visual message is evocative: instead of the towering, 
upright headstones that turn color with age, lush trees cluster in 

Visitors and future residents take pride in the unfettered views of 

  Death is not a popular topic in most places, especially in 

part, and performers don’t perform unless their preferred Scotch is 
waiting in the green room. The focus here is on your eternal image. 
The only certainty of life is readily ignored. Until the day that it isn’t. 
  Southern California has an ease to it, a sense of, “Don’t 

street food, the high-life, the languages, the sun. There’s the 

recognition, and they are likely to gross even more money once 

out, it hasn’t. 

1917, disliked the sparse landscaping of the day, so he vowed to 

somewhere when you look down and see several generations of 

*

hand. She took mine and clasped her other hand on top of it, her 



D O C U M E N T

58

forty-some-odd years rising up through California’s social-work 
department, then she ran the state’s correctional system, reporting 
to the governor. She’d figured out how to get things done. Of 

of her decisiveness, her willingness to see something as far as it 

suddenly exhausted. 

then we went home.
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   something, something important.

   
   The Simpsons

  

he doesn’t smoke himself.

when men wore hats and women wore jewelry that didn’t have the 

PHANTOM
Lynn Schneider
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The Godfather

Alex repeats it, ruminating over the unfamiliar shapes on his tongue.

mai Never

*
refrigerator: cold and ultra white. The woman in her shapeless 

*

have a crater in his face, so another fluke wouldn’t push pieces of 

  There was a side effect, though the surgeon wasn’t sure if 
it was from surgery or the original injury. All that’s certain is that 

leaving the operating room, a cluster of nerves on his scalp was 

injured, it will take steps to repair itself. This might happen, the 

*

seeing it anymore.

Memento

every time you’d turn a corner, it was there, all points and strict 

*
Futurama or The Simpsons
next line.

*

  Then he started having sex, smoking, drinking. And all of 

contexts of themselves and no further.
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pick up a form of the time disease. Tough love might save his life in 

long run. There is only this moment, this crisis. So, like his teachers, 

teachers and my friends’ parents, that was never dealt with. The 
knives stayed in the kitchen, and the pills stayed in the hall closet. 
All our emergency operations were for dealing with Alex. 

*
 

*  The weird thing is that no one’s ever angry with Alex. 

fan, you just have to keep your head down and do what you can to 

didn’t love him so much. Then we could cut our hearts out of it and 

that might have long-reaching results. 

would get in, and filling out applications and writing essays is not 

hoops of everyday life, insulting. People should automatically 
recognize him as superior and adjust. 

small enough for him to charm his teachers as he had done since 

watch him. To hear him tell, things were going swimmingly.

we found out he had flunked out.

she’s the sweetest loan shark in town.

*

*

welfare, and unemployment, all sorts of government money he 

proper channels. 

keep up with my literary analysis of Futurama. To hear him talk 
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drum line instructor at her high school. She isn’t that much younger 

decided to step up and lay claim to the child. She told him it was 

The Godfather

nothing you can do to touch it.
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